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and then a comparison with more favored conditions and above all the simple 
faith of these brave men and women whose lives are unending battles against 
the hardships of an inhospitable land and a changing sea, form the themes of 
most of the stories. R. M. Brown. 

AFRICA 

Notre Beau Niger. Par Felix Dubois. 299 pp. Map and illustrations. 
E. Flammarion, Paris, 191 1. 5 Fr. 8x5. 
This is an account of fifteen years of French colonization in the Sudan and 
especially along the Niger River. The journey of the author began at Algiers. 
The first stage of his travels was across the Sahara to Gao on the Niger. The 
account of the author's wanderings in the desert region is reserved evidently 
for another volume, "L'enigme du Sahara," advertised to appear soon The 
second stage of the journey begins at Gao, and, after various stops along the 
way, ends at Bammako, far up the Niger. The author is a firm believer in the 
possibilities of the French Sudan, and the reader must be constantly on guard 
lest he be swept along by the enthusiasm of the writer and thereby expect to 
find in this portion of Africa the sole example of great achievement in coloniza- 
tion. Some of the author's extravagances may be accounted for by understand- 
ing that it seems necessary to him to overcome considerable opposition in his 
native land, where many have been taught that the French Sudan is one of the 
more refined parts of the lower regions. Dubois reports the country as yielding 
nothing to the Nile country in promise. In this spirit the author visits and 
recounts the present conditions of the towns of Gao, Kabara, Timbuktu, Mopti, 
Djenne and finally Bammako. In the chapter on Kabara, the port of Timbuktu, 
there is an account of the postal service of the country and an interesting com- 
parison of the conditions of former journeys, replete with tragedy, from Kabara 
to Timbuktu and the journey to-day with all its comforts along a beautiful and 
comfortable highway, "le Boulevard et le Bois de Boulogne de Tombouctou." 
The chapters on Timbuktu describe the life there, and in dealing with the past 
the old account of the discovery of Timbuktu by Robert Adams is rehearsed, 
which the author discredits, characterizing^ the action of Adams as a "bluff." 
The volume contains, besides the details of the journey, many interesting things, 
such as the construction of the hotel at Kulikoro in a manner to withstand the 
ravages of the ants, the railroads already constructed, for which the author has 
excessive praise, the projected lines, an interesting account of the introduction 
and production of cotton and a Sudanese school. R. M. Brown. 

Erwachende Agrarlander. Nationallandwirtschaft in Agypten und im 
Sudan unter englischem Einflusse. Von Siegfried Strakosch. xii and 235 pp. 
Map. Verlagsbuchhandlung Paul Parey, Berlin, 1910. M. 7. 
The "agricultural countries in process of awakening" of which the author 
speaks are Egypt and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. He discusses the possibilities 
of these two countries from the point of view of what he calls national agricul- 
ture, that is to say, in judging the agricultural status of a country he first ex- 
amines the natural conditions which the agricultural methods must meet in order 
to be successful, and then determines the value of those methods, not by their 
degree of up-to-dateness according to modern European standards but by the 
degree in which they are adapted to those natural conditions. Taking the plough 
for an example, he shows that the quasi-antediluvian instrument which the 



